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Football Helmet Manufacturer Sued for Teen’s Traumatic 
Brain Injury 

 

Houston -- The parents of an 18-year-old Troup high school football player has sued Riddell 
Sports Group for negligence for failing to design a football helmet that would protect the 
teen in a game. 

Susanne and Terry Reid, parents of Cooper, said their son was severely harmed in 
September 2022 at the homecoming game for Troup High School in the city of Troup in 
northeast Texas. Cooper was a linebacker for the Troup Tigers and su@ered a traumatic 
brain injury during the game. His parents claim the injury occurred because of defects in 
the design of the helmet, the Riddell SpeedFlex helmet. 

Cooper su@ered an impact and sustained a right front subdural hematoma which resulted 
in a severe traumatic brain injury. Following the impact, he was helped up, took a few steps 
and collapsed on the field. 

Cooper was rushed to the hospital, where he was diagnosed with a severe traumatic brain 
injury and underwent two craniotomies as well as surgery for placement of a shunt. He has 
su@ered permanent life-altering injuries because of the defects in the helmet. He has 
undergone and continues to undergo extensive medical and neurorehabilitative treatment 
to address his injuries. 

According to Houston attorneys Richard Mitho@ and Janie Jordan, Cooper has sustained 
permanent, life-altering injuries because of the defects in the sports equipment. 

“He ability to communicate has been limited and he cannot speak  or walk. He is 
wheelchair bound and requires around the clock care,” said Mitho@. “Riddell was aware of 
the defect in the design of the helmet and this equipment did not protect Cooper.” 



The helmet was not designed to deflect, distribute and absorb impact to a player’s head, 
according to the lawsuit filed in federal court.  

The lawsuit is asking for a jury trial.  
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